Systemic lupus erythematosus-associated neutrophilic dermatosis--an underrecognized neutrophilic dermatosis in patients with systemic lupus erythematosus.
Neutrophilic dermatoses are an uncommon manifestation of lupus. We describe the clinical and histopathologic features of 14 patients with systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) and neutrophilic dermatoses, 2 of whom had no prior history of SLE. Thirteen patients were female, ranging in age from 27 to 62 years (mean age, 42.8 years). One patient was a 20-year-old man. Most lesions were described as erythematous papules and plaques and showed annular morphology in 6 patients and a photodistribution in 2 patients. Histopathologic examination in all cases showed an interstitial neutrophilic infiltrate with leukocytoclasis that ranged from sparse in 5 cases and moderate to dense in 9 cases. With one exception, those cases with moderate to dense infiltrates resembled Sweet's syndrome at scanning magnification. Two cases resembled bullous SLE, and 1 case showed overlapping features of bullous SLE and Sweet's syndrome. Interface changes were seen in 8 patients, which were subtle and vacuolar in 7. One case was associated with a florid interface tissue reaction. Dermal mucin was seen in 4 cases and was a prominent feature in only one of these. One case showed a minute discrete focus resembling palisaded neutrophilic and granulomatous dermatitis. It is important to consider SLE-associated neutrophilic dermatosis in the differential diagnosis of neutrophilic tissue reactions particularly because some patients will have no prior history of lupus. It is also important to be aware of the broad histologic spectrum that may be encountered in SLE-associated neutrophilic dermatosis, ranging from subtle paucicellular lesions to florid Sweet's-like lesions associated with a dense neutrophilic infiltrate.